18/01/04 (SF)
The opening meeting of the new season was all about firsts. The first meeting of the year was also the first one held on a Sunday. Time was that pretty much all the slot races up and down the country were held on a Sunday but this has changed over time to Saturdays. The Sunday slot (excuse the pun) was chosen to see if a few other faces could be shook out from the trees and also to make the extensive setting up a little easier for Jim Kelly.
Whilst nobody would dispute that EAHORC has made a positive contribution to the UK scene it has been at the cost of being generally perceived as pro-high downforce racing which, depending on your outlook, could be an irritant or delight. This is perhaps a little unfair as the huge, open circuits we run should prove somewhat the nemesis of these chassis. But in any case the January thrash was the first to feature low downforce racing all day.
This meeting was somewhat 'saved' by new members after it appeared overnight that attendance would be 15 or so. Paul Lakin and Dean Wragg, both veterans of CHORC and the annual 24 hour endurance race at Derby, commendably ventured down for their first National outside the home town of Chesterfield and Chris King, having dipped a toe in the water at the last meet was back to try his hand again. So it was that these three in addition to five 'regulars' formed the drivers for the day's racing on Jim's superb pre-2004 Barcelona layout complete with 45' main straight.
Racing kicked off with F1's and it seemed that the pace would be around 14 laps. After 1 heat each Tony Baldock, clearly in the mood to get his season off to a flyer was quickest just ahead of Paul and Deane Walpole. As the heats progressed more and more fourteen lappers appeared, although Tony always had the edge.
Towards the end of the heats Tony and Deane punched in 15 lappers and it was these two in P1 and P2, with Jim grabbing the last automatic 'A' final. If Jim was a little off his usual form then so was Peter, another guy who normally is right on it with Tycos. He won the 'C' final comfortably enough but found himself a little out of things come the 'B'. In that race Nigel Sykes triumphed, to move up to the Blue lane in the 'A', just closing out the race ahead of  the two Chesterfielders.
The 'A' ended up being a very scrappy event. One of those where, within 30 seconds, nobody know where they are relative to the others. This wasn't helped by the fact the Tomy Timers played up again and the VRS software, pressed into service, threw a few wobblies too. From the carnage it emerged Tony had won from Jim, Deane and Nigel.
With the timers sorted, attention switched to clock stopper racing. 3 'cold' laps with no practice beforehand, no out-laps and no full-throated in laps. Deane, Paul, and Tony decided to run modifieds with the others sticking with stock. If nothing else, the CS cars provided variety, the EAHORC watchword. Of the three modified cars Tony's had dual-compound tyres and MR1 mags glued in, Deane's was a standard MR1 with hotted BSRT arm and Paul's was a SG+ converted to standard tyres and with modded traction magnets. It was this car that proved easily the most affective with Deane's car actually too fast and he could not keep it on track.
	1st
	Paul Lakin 7.44 seconds

	2nd
	Tony Baldock 8.37

	3rd
	Deane Walpole 11.47


The remaining five CS runners used fairly standard cars. Dean's car also had MR1 magnets but was classed as a 'stock CS' as it ran on ordinary slip-on silicone tyres. In the end Jim emerged quickest half a second up on Dean.
	1st
	Jim Kelly 9.24 seconds

	2nd
	Dean Wragg 9.76

	3rd
	Nigel Sykes 10.46

	4th
	Peter Baldock 10.98

	5th(B2)
	Chris King 13.25


After lunch the Tyco pan chassis where pressed into service, with the Porsche 908 the favoured body. As before Tony was top dog, and by a bigger margin. Jim, by contrast was having an off day - at least by his standards. In the end it was the two Deans who joined Tony in the 'A', Dean Wragg taking P2 by 1.3 laps. The last spot in the 'A' went to Paul, who moved up having won not just the 'B' final but the 'C' just before it. This storming drive left some of the usual faces having to sit out the main.
Come the race Tony simply ran away but the two Deans ran close for many laps. Toward the end of the race Deane got right onto Dean's heels and then pushed a little too hard. The resultant off was a biggie and he was a little lucky to rejoin the track just in time to be declared third, inches ahead of Paul.
	1st
	Tony Baldock 15.4

	2nd
	Dean Wragg 14.8

	3rd
	Deane Walpole 13.7

	4th
	Paul Lakin 13.7

	5th(B2)
	Jim Kelly 12.8

	6th(B3)
	Peter Baldock 12.3

	7th(B4)
	Nigel Sykes  12.1

	8th(C2)
	Chris King 12.4

	Pole
	Tony Baldock 45.5 laps

	FTD
	Tony Baldock 10.90


Racing resumes in March, again at Norton (Before that there is a National on Feb 21 at Chesterfield). Jim will be attempting to get himself back to his formidable best, and I would not bet against it. The track will be Macau and the cars Class I both am and pm.
28/03/04 (SF)
As a mirror to the opening all-Tyco round back in January, EAHORC put on a Class-one doubler header. As at round one, it ended with one driver winning both 'A' finals (even stranger the February national at Chesterfield also ended with a brace of victories, this time for Jim Kelly).
The first lot of racing, for open wheelers, kicked off with a healthy 12 guys in attendance - just enough to Marshall Jim's awesome Macau layout. After the four heats Jim (SRT) had grabbed P1 in qualifying and choose Red lane for the final. This suited Deane Walpole (MR1), who had recorded a whopping score in Blue on his way to P2 and would get this lane again for the final. The last automatic final spot went to Paul Lakin (SG+), who for the first time seemed to have the measure of his buddy Dean Wragg.
The finals kicked off with new member Matt Ashmore scoring a popular win in the 'D'. Nigel Sykes kept his cool to edge out Andy Abbott for victory in the 'C'. With green lane a particularly hard one this time advancing more than one final was always going to be tough and so it proved, the win in the 'B' final going to a relieved Tony Baldock - pushed all the way by Dean.
The 'A' final was a scrappy race. Deane unintentionally pushed Jim (who had switched to an MR1) off in turn one and de-slotted too allowing the other two the build a cushion. Over the three minutes, however, everyone had problems and Paul lost the lead toward the end. It emerged that Deane had won on 16.2 from Jim on 16.0, Paul on 15.7 and Tony 15.3. The four finalists finished within one lap of each other but noticeably all their scores were well down on what they might have expected.
	1st
	Deane Walpole 16.2

	2nd
	Jim Kelly 16.0

	3rd
	Paul Lakin 15.7

	4th
	Tony Baldock 15.3

	5th(B2)
	Dean Wragg 15.7

	6th(B3)
	Nigel Sykes 13.5

	7th(B4)
	Mick Kench 13.3

	8th(C2)
	Andy Abbott 14.4

	9th(C3)
	Chris King 13.7

	10th(C4)
	Matt Ashmore 11.9

	11th(D2)
	John McLennan 12.7

	12th(D3)
	Rob Heaton 12.3

	Pole
	Jim Kelly 50.5 laps

	FTD
	Jim Kelly  8.63 secs


After the fun event and a short break attention moved to the afternoon's Closed wheel thrash. The unique format meant a rather different preparation regime than normal. Those using SRTs would have to either swap components from their AM car to a wide chassis or start from scratch, SG+ owners would have to change the wheelbase and add a clip and suitable body. MR1 users would have to change to another chassis unless they had an F40 body, in which case a quick wheelbase change was all that was needed. In all these changes, who would loose speed from the morning and who would gain?
It seemed that most people had lost a little, evidenced by nobody scoring 18 laps or more. But Deane's F40-shod MR1 was the class of the field, setting best score in all four rounds & on all four lanes. Over a single lap Tony was more often that not top dog and his improved consistency over his morning performance saw him line up P2. Jim was next up, struggling just a little to find a setup he was happy with.
in the 'D' final Rob Heaton managed to improve on his heat scores but this coincided with Mick Kench doing the same and eventually Mick edged it by half a lap. As per the morning final winners found green lane awaiting them in the next race, a pretty hopeless task to move up any further from - so the 'C' final was won by Nigel, pushing himself up to the 'B' for the second time of asking. By Nigel's standard it was something of an off day but the two 'C' final wins were classy pieces of damage limitation.
The 'B' final promised to be a classic and was one. Helped by borrowing an MR1 for one heat, Andy Abbott was on 'pole' for it edging out Paul by the narrowest of margins. With Dean Wragg and Nigel in the mix too and a place in the Main final up for grabs the pressure was on. At the end of a cagey 3 minutes Andy had closed out the race by just two-tenths from Paul with Dean third 4 more tenths back. Of course this meant Andy got green but he meant to make what he could of it.
For the 'A' final Tony knew his best chance lay in attack. Deane edged into a slight lead but Tony pulled the gap back in & was applying the pressure beautifully. Of course this strategy was risky and a few offs saw him fall back into the clutches of Jim. However, Jim pulled off on lap 7 with a problem and the race stagnated somewhat, the three guys spread out by three laps or so. At the finish Deane had won by 1.5 laps setting a 9.38 on the way, from Tony on 16.1 (9.35). Andy's 14.3 laps for third was pretty good, in fact he had made a habit of doing good races in the tricky green lane.
	1st
	Deane Walpole 17.6

	2nd
	Tony Baldock 15.3

	3rd
	Andy Abbott 14.4

	4th
	Jim Kelly 16.0

	5th(B2)
	Paul Lakin 15.7

	6th(B3)
	Dean Wragg 15.7

	7th(B4)
	Nigel Sykes 13.5

	8th(C2)
	Matt Ashmore 11.9

	9th(C3)
	Chris King 13.7

	10th(C4)
	Mick Kench 13.3

	11th(D2)
	Rob Heaton 12.3

	12th(D3)
	John McLennan 12.7

	Pole
	Deane Walpole 51.2 

	FTD
	Tony Baldock  9.35 secs


Deane now leads the Class I points with he and Tony (leader in Class II) heading the combined championship jointly. Jim goes into the next round (April 17th, Billericay) still looking for his first win of the year, but this time last year he had 'only' won one from four and then went on to sweep all before him. Should be a classic season....

17/4/04 (SS)
12 months on, Mike Ovens was once again the star of the Easter meet. Jim Kelly took his first win and Deane Walpole got the job done in the heats only to let himself down in the Finals.
Racing kicked off in the morning with 10 guys and some news faces thrashing around with Tyco F1s and the odd Turbo. After the first round Jim and Deane were the only drivers to do 14 lappers, with Mike, Chris King and new member Gary Andrews next up. In the end Jim took P1 by 4 laps or so but Mike & Deane were so close for P2 they had to be separated on count back to their second best scores!
After the heats came the C Final, won quite comfortably by a otherwise struggling John Ovens. The B was a real thriller, John McLennan and Chris King battling side by side for many laps as they bid to make their first A final. As an indication of how well hard they were pushing their fastest laps were only 5 hundredths apart, John just shading it.
The A final was very impressively won by Mike. Having been locked out of the centre lanes he calmly chose green and the motored into a small lead that he never lost to win by 4 tenths from Jim who was 8 further tenths up on John. Deane failed to turn his promising Qualifying performance into anything and trailed home fourth.
Click here for Class II spreadsheet (if you do not have excel click here for a freeware viewer).
After lunch out came the Class 1 cars and a 16 lapper was on the board within the first round! In the second round Deane matched that 16.0 with another one and shaved 5 hundredths off the lap record. A 15.5 was added in round three and P1 was secured by some margin. P2 went to Jim just 0.3 up on Mike.
The C final was narrowly won by Clive Mills and the B by John Ovens so that farther & son would face off in the A final. From the off Jim and Deane pulled out quite a gap but first Jim and then Deane crashed heavily at turn 9. Jim got going fairly quickly but Deane's storming work in the heats was undone by the MR1s Achilles heel, the F40 body. Deane recovered from this self-inflicted blow to squeak third but only because everyone ended up having scrappy races. In the end Jim just edged Mike to take only his first EAHORC win of 2004.
Click here for Class I spreadsheet (if you do not have excel click here for a freeware viewer).
In the Championship Deane leads the Combined points for the first time ever and heads Class I for good measure. Jim has narrowly taken the class II lead from the absent Tony Baldock. We now enter a break until our next meet in June at Norton.
20/6/04
After a two month break the season resumed for the first of it's 2 summer meetings. Following recent press coverage the club forged a link with a collective of local schools and staged another all-Class II race day.
The venue was the impressive & brand new hall at Winter Gardens junior school in Canvey and the track Oscherleben (of Moto GP fame). With the good weather & a clash with father's day it was always going to be hard to get many attendees, but with the hall costing nothing this was not a concern and all those present had a blast.
Jim Kelly got his season well and truly back on track with two wins, his first in Class II this year. In the morning he won F1, with Deane Walpole qualifying P2 and finishing runner up. The highlight of the morning was the performance of new guy Gary Andrews. He was on or near the pace all the way and in the 'B' final beat John Ovens & Nigel Sykes, both very impressive scalps. Come the 'A' final he also beat Mike Ovens for P3.
For the afternoon John switched to a Lifelike and was top dog till right at the death, but ended up pipped by Mike and Jim - these two split by just 0.1 laps! This 0.1 of course meant Jim had free choice of lane, a base from which, choosing red lane, he was able to win a very high speed final. Before that Deane and Nigel had a very cat and mouse 'B' final, with Deane somewhat fortunate to squeeze through and remain the only driver to make every 'A' final in 2004.
Racing now moves on to Billericay on July 24th.....
Click here for results spreadsheet (if you do not have excel click here for a freeware viewer)
24/7/04
A return to the Billericay venue provided some of the fiercest, closest EAHORC racing yet. Tony Baldock & Jim Kelly took the wins but Deane Walpole took home the biggest points haul.
11 dedicated racers spent a beautifully bright, sunny day indoors racing cars with qualifying positions often decided not by a lap or two but the odd tenth. Pau turned out to be another classic Jim Kelly track with just enough variety of corners that all the different chassis allowed could pop in big scores & fast lap times.
In the morning, for Class II, a lot of the guys had got into the spirit of things, voluntarily running the themed bodies (Playing Mantis 'Fast and Furious' cars) rather than something more traditional and (possibly) a tad faster. These were used on Turbos, naturally, but also on Tyco F1 chassis and even a Lifelike. The later was made possible by a 'home' conversion by Jim but the Tycos were able to run this way thanks to the excellent 'Buddy Clip' sold by Rob Budano.
I'd like to praise up these clips. At $2 a pop, they are cheap enough to be worthwhile and increase the number of closed-wheel bodies that can be used on the F1 Tyco chassis from 2-3 to dozens. OK, so not every Tomy/Aurora body will fit (for example, it was discovered the Group C cars don't fit, although with a little judicious sanding they might!) but a lot will, the clip can even be positioned to account for different wheelbases.
After round one Tony led from Jim and Deane and stayed ahead to claim P1 and red lane in the final. Jim and Deane ended on exactly the same score! This kind of close racing remained a feature all day. Nigel took P4, something that is becoming a habit I'm sure he'd love to shake despite the fact that he is very good a winning 'B' finals. Both Mike and John Ovens had bundles of speed, as evidenced by some fast lap times but lacked consistency so lined up P7 and P6. Chris King drove well and took a well-deserved P5 using a very rapid Tomy Turbo.
The 'C' final was contested between John, Brian Walpole and two new members, 12 year old Martin Young and Kiwi Steve Morgan. John had red lane as so made short work of getting up to the 'B'. It was the first track in some long time that EAHORC had done that had so clearly a best (red) lane and a avoid-at all-cost-one (green) which is a shame but unavoidable sometimes, hence it was the Nigel comfortably won the 'B' from that lane - although his big score was noted by the three guys already awaiting him in the 'A'.
In the end, a late switch by Jim to a lifelike didn't pan out, and a flying Tony (in red!) beat Deane by 1.3 laps. Nigel got third, just 3 tenths ahead of Jim.
After a lunch time sprint event for JL cars with additional neo dots glued in (results below) out came the big guns, Class I F1 cars, and the lap times tumbled.
	F&F Sprints:
	Time

	1. Tony Baldock
	10.54

	2. Jim Kelly
	11.49

	3. John Ovens
	11.73

	4. Deane Walpole
	13.24

	5. Chris King
	15.52

	6. Nigel Sykes
	16.28

	7. Brian Walpole
	16.60

	8. Mike Ovens
	17.58


Jim and Deane lead the way initially but it was mighty close. As Jim stretched away a little, Tony came within a single tenth of nicking P2, but a solid drive by Deane in blue got the job done, just and he chose this lane for the 'A' final (with Jim choosing, you guessed it, Red!).
Nigel drove his socks off, but again took P4 meaning another B Final adventure awaited! Before that Brian (in red!) drove a beautifully measured race amongst quite a bit of chaos to win the 'C' ahead of Chris, Mark Imamzade & Steve.
Come the 'B' a calm Nigel produced a 21.0 (in, silver, er - I mean RED) to yet again make an 'A' final, where he would take a stealthy third place. For the 'A' Jim had switched chassis again but this time got it right to take his MR1 to a win by just under 3 laps. Impressive stuff, even though he was inevitably in red. Special mention must go to Tony, who grabbed the yellow lane by the scruff of the neck and ran Jim close for a while. In the end this brave strategy back-fired and he ended up P4 but full marks for taking on Jim the only way that stood much chance.
With Jim and Deane again scoring well, all three championships are very close and look to be between these two. We now break for the summer, racing returns to our new 'home' in Canvey on Sept 12th. Come along it should be a cracker.
Click here for results spreadsheet (if you do not have excel click here for a freeware viewer)
12/09/04
Deane Walpole became the first person to win a championship this year as he and Jim Kelly took a win apiece with Mike ovens unlucky not to be able to turn his blistering pace in the afternoon into anything concrete.
With 2 rounds of class one racing to be run through, the lowest turnout of the year saw Jim and Deane duke it out for top honours. Deane came into the event with a 2 point lead but with 32 point available it was important for both chaps to max everything. In the morning closed-wheel racing they duly took P1 and P2 in qualifying with Jim just over 2 laps ahead with his best 3 scores from 4 and looking well in control. Crucially though Jim crashed 2 or 3 times and Deane was able to sneak the win by running through the whole race without an off and so win his third 'A' final of the year.
Nigel Sykes qualified third and finished in that position, one lap ahead of John Ovens who had come up onto green lane after beating son Mike in an epic 'B' final where both cars scored 12.5 and the lead changed hands several times. After lunch, drivers ventured out to see who could make the smoothest transition from Class I sports to Class I open-wheel.
Last time out, in March, this had clearly been Deane but this time he was struggling with John Ovens flying and Mike even more so. After the 4 heats Ovens Junior duly took P1 in qualifying but poor John found himself demoted by both Jim and Deane by very narrow margins and so had to go through a titanic struggle against Nigel in the 'B' to get into the 'A'.
Going into the 'A' the math looked quite tantalizing. Despite his 5 point lead in the Championship before the race, Deane's best hope seemed to lie in Mike beating Jim thereby preventing him from overhauling this deficit, if that happened then Deane would win automatically. Jim of course had other ideas and started off at a lightning pace to eek a small lead, leaving Deane aware he would have to take P2 from Mike if he wanted to clinch the title.
At about half way Deane duly got past and soon after Mike had a big off. He later had another one, just as Deane had wobbles of his own which put John into the frame. Unsure if John was at this point a few inches ahead or just under a lap behind, Deane had no choice but to get passed him which he duly did as the clock wound down, to take P2 & so maintain the 2 point gap to reigning champ Jim that they came into the day with and so take the Class I title by the skin of his teeth.
Next month's meet, with the annual 24hr race looming, will be for Tomy Turbos only both AM (sports) and PM (open-wheel).
Click here for results spreadsheet (if you do not have excel click here for a freeware viewer)

30/10/04
Congratulations to our 2004 champions, Jim Kelly (3 titles), Paul Lakin & Deane Walpole (1 title apiece).
For the last meeting of the year we held another Class II all-dayer and it would see Jim Kelly rubber-stamp his championship wins in that class and the combined one. Whilst one or two other drivers had mathematical chances to take these crowns, JK only needed a smattering of points to put things beyond doubt so his brace of second places was more than enough.
The two wins were taken by Tony Baldock, who was in top form especially in the afternoon 'A' final for Tomy Turbos. This meant he leapfrogged into P2 in the Class II table, overtaking Deane Walpole who had a poor day. Dad Peter also had a good day, jumping up the overall board into the top 10. John Ovens got into both 'A' finals and so overtook son Mike on the overall leader board.
Two new members, Simon Brown and Matt Norris, also came along. They seemed to enjoy themselves & both turned in some good scores with the Tyco club cars. Matt in particular was unlucky not to finish higher as he lead his final by a small margin for quite some time (whilst in green lane!) until an off or two put paid to his chances. Simon deserves a prize of some kind (although we do not have any!) for grabbing a few hours kip after finishing his shift at 2am, then driving to the Billericay hall from Harrow!
We had no less than 7 new faces this year, and if we could get several at a meet at one time with a good smattering of the established guys we could have some really healthily attended meets. keep an eye on this site for our 2005 dates.
I'd like to thank everyone who came to our racing this year, hope to see you at the Derby 24 hour race or some of our meets next year.
Click here for results spreadsheet (if you do not have excel click here for a freeware viewer)
Click here for final Championship spreadsheet, or here for web version: final 2004 championship standings
