2010 Round 6 WHO Worthing - June 2010

As we had discussed at a meal the night before the race, what really makes EAHORC work is the people. A really diverse bunch drawn together by one common theme and very little in the way of angst or ego. It is the human interest angle that makes the racing so interesting. Roy Masters was a good example of this, despite still feeling the after-effects of a three week illness he dragged himself the not inconsiderable distance to Worthing because he wanted some fun, and had a job to do in Nascar. EAHORC could be the best thing since sliced bread but would not amount to a hill of beans without such dedication.

Racing started with F1 on the dot of 10am, Roy turning up too late to be added to the spreadsheet by name and so had to race as 'spare'. After some good natured ribbing about that the racing got under way with Martin Hill, John Chell, Dave Rouse and newcomer Andrew Rose on track for the first pair of heats. As we have come to expect, Martin was once again the man to beat as the heats rolled along, but he was not having it all his own way, Andy Whorton besting him in yellow and an impressive Craig Homewood matching him in blue lane. He still took pole, from Andy, with the star of qualifying being David Hannington making his first A final by right. This meant that yet again 2 Megas and two Tycos would contest the top final.

Finals started with the 'F', contested by locals Ashley Seymour, his friend Daniel Healey, WHO Junior medal winner George Barrow and Andrew's daughter Hannah. She drove very steadily and calmly with various degrees of 'moments' going on around her, to beat Ashley by 0.15 laps and progress to the 'E' final. This was won by Andy Player, just ahead of fellow WHO organiser Robin Cornwall, Ashley's Dad Rick and Hannah. Andy would then take second in the next final, but had to give second best to Paul Homewood, although ahead of Clive Harland and John. The C final would see the highest placed of the rookie locals in action, Andrew qualifying an impressive 9th. The final was won by Deane Walpole after a long scrap with Roy. An eventual finishing position of 8th overall for Roy was impressive considering he was far from 100% health-wise. The B final started out with an almighty scrap between Deane, a back on form Dave , and John Ferrigno, but none of them could live with Craig, who therefore got himself into a F1 A final for the first time.

 

As has become very common when he is in the zone, Martin was able to find extra pace for the final. Andy Whorton had been struggling in the early heats until he found a Tyco to his liking, and come the final he produced a score that would have been enough to win it, but by them Martin had moved the best score on to 21.20 to win comfortably. Craig continued to thrill onlookers, beating David by 8/10ths of a lap to take third place. David had still been impressive, and with Craig joined the long list of Main Grade drivers able to get into the high finals and mix it up. The finals duly dispatched, everyone scattered for lunch, either to chase down some food, or catch a bit of sun or maybe watch the first part of the Grand Prix streamed on Andy Whorton's laptop. With all that done close wheel racing commenced.

The big question about to be answered was would Roy be able to get the job finished? Struggling a little due to his illness he found himself in the B final and facing a pretty stark scenario: If he did not win it and Andy Player was to win the 'A' final he would lose the crown despite the effort he had made to come. If these facts had given him any nerves typically it did not show and he led John Ferrigno over the line to win by a lap, Paul making his life a little easier having dropped out very early on. Roy duly took the title to go with the one he won in 2008, and could relax as he stepped up to a very intense A final. Both Deane and Andy Player had been flying in the heats, with Andy taking pole, having grabbed best score in Yellow and Red (and choosing Yellow for the final). Deane had blitzed everyone in blue and had that lane for the showdown. David has been under the radar somewhat, taking no best scores of fastest laps but quietly qualifying only 1.65 laps off pole.

In much the same way Martin finds another gear, David took an early lead in the final and pushed himself on to new heights as both Andy and Deane furiously hunted him down to no avail. He found an extra 2.4 laps over his heat score in the same lane (Red) and took 3/10ths of a second off his best laptime. Deane and Andy also lowered their best laptime, but the truth was David was driving beautifully and seemed to have them covered. Roy was 4th, but was the only Nascar driver to lap under 8 seconds and also took the best heat score in blue to remind everyone he was still a force, plus of course he had taken 'the big one'.

 

With Marc Townsend unable to attend and Robin stepping back to Mod having realised his newly fettled WHP chassis still needed the right kit in the tyre/wheel department, there was once again only three Pro-Mod chassis. Martin took pole quite comfortably, although only a lap up on Clive in three of the lane, a stoking score in Blue did the damage. Andy Whorton was even more laps back from Clive on the way to qualifying third than Clive was form Andy and so it was no surprise to find their final not being a particularly close one! They were joined by Craig, who had taken an awesome hatrick of round wins with his Marchon, and was this time persuaded upon the step-up to use an 'proper' Pro-Mod. Despite having to learn the car as he went, and from Yellow lane he was on the pace and finished less than a lap behind Andy to confirm his talent yet again. The real star though was Martin, taking six wins from six this season.

Dave had duly taken runner-up spot in Modified, although this time he did run Craig closer in the final. The problem for the other Mod competitors is Craig is very cool and invariably produces scores right on his potential without the need for headline laptimes. His efficiency in the final, on a fastest lap time of 7.47 was a stonking 98.3% for example , and this was the backbone of a win by 1.35 laps. Robin took 6th in the combined Mod/Pro class, 3rd in Mod, ahead of John Chell (who had decided to one last run in the class ahead of a full on Nascar campaign next season), Andrew with his wonderful Micro RC car conversions and daughter Hannah with a similar vehicle. We don't do concourse awards, but if we did...

With the finals wrapped all the remained was to give out the trophies for the day and of course for the season. This time around the winners got small 'keeper' trophies to go with the ones they will (hopefully) hand back a year from now. To remind you the winners were: Martin Hill (F1, Pro-Modified and the EAHORC Cup), Roy Masters (Nascar) and Dave Rouse (Modified). This winners took the glory in what I think has been easily the best season so far in terms of Vibe, attendance and close racing. Thanks go to all the participants who have made that possible. Have a great summer! DW

2010 Round 5 Pinewood Wokingham- 16/5/10

 

 

Sometimes you set up an event to be something big and fate conspires against you. At the second time of asking, the second HO Grand Prix did not fall foul of that possibility. In many ways, avoiding such ignominy was made easier but once again being back at the superb Pinewood venue and once again building an HO track on top of their impressive 1/24th scale raceway. Helped by the fact that some more of the stunning BSTS pieces arrived a few days before, including some straights, and the purchase of a really nice slew of trophies discounted by the event sponsor, all we needed was a field with some depth and strength in depth, and as the room filled up as 10am approached it became clear all the boxes were going to be ticked.

Racing started a few minutes after the appointed hour. The vast majority seemed to be enjoying the large track, with the new sections giving us options we did not have in 2008. Following the track underneath did involve some trial and error to get the right amount of flow and challenging switchbacks, with allowing for good entry speed onto the two long straights an priority. Next time we might have 22.5 degree corners, which should enable the track to be an even better one. Watching the F1s was fascinating, the Mega-Gs having a slight edge out of the twisties and on the second half of straights and the Tyco striking back in the gutter lanes.

Martin Hill was on a mission to put his Purton woes behind him, and make sure he left at the end of the day still the only person the win the HOGP. Purton F1 winner Marc Townsend and local superstar Simon Scott kept him honest during qualifying, but he was not to be denied pole. Simon carried the main hopes for the Tyco, but not far behind in the heats was legend Tony Baldock making his first race appearance since January. With ten trophies on offer, the target for all was to qualify for the top three finals or at the very least a decent lane in the D final. As has become the norm now, there was lots of very close racing with everyone pushing hard to get into those positions.

Finals started with the G, Dave Rouse besting newcomer Mike Tolley from the Molesey club. Mike had done well in the heats, on a very steep learning curve, but F1 is a fierce class and somebody has to end up with the wooden spoon. Much better was to follow. Next up was the F, won by Paul Homewood using a Mega but unhappy with his performance overall. The E final was won by Roy Masters, who had shocked Andy Player and Deane Walpole but rolling up unexpectedly, thus taking the Nascar racing that would follow that afternoon to a whole 'nother level. Roy beat Julian Allard, who in turn beat an improving David Hannington by just 2 hundredths of a lap. Now things would get interesting as those trophies loomed large!

The D final line-up consisted of Roy, Tony Stacey, who hated the track but had performed solidly, John Chell, another doing the maximum in a tough field, and John Ferrigno from Worthing. The winner would be guaranteed a trophy of some kind. The two John's put on a great show, with the former showing how far he has come since he started by taking a very popular win and pumping in a fastest lap 4 tenths of a second of the other three (who were evenly matched). As things moved toward the sharp end, everyone now racing would get some kind of gong, but nobody was settling and the racing would continue to be close. Andy P took the C win, putting in a score that showed what he could do if not having to play it tactically, whilst Clive Harland and Deane has a momentous scrap behind and only a lap ahead of Mr Chell.

The B final next, and the battle to see who would join Martin, Marc and Simon for the big one. Andy Whorton had endured a nightmare time a Purton on his return after the birth of his second child, and was already happy to be back in the top six. He put together a solid race, running within what he could do, and leaving Tony Baldock, local Paul Charlton and Andy Player to put on a monster display as they battled behind him. Andy P was last, but only a tenth of a lap behind Paul and a fine effort in a lane most people endured far more than enjoyed. Tony B was only another 0.17 laps up the road, as EAHORC once again revelled in putting on no-quarter-asked-for-or-given F1 racing.

The HO Grand Prix A final itself was not a classic. However watching the race with a timing monitor in view showed four guys pushing like crazy even though the risks where immense, especially Simon. He got the gap down to one second on two occasions but Martin was driving as his very best too and was soaking up the pressure despite the  lead never going above 6 seconds at any point. Marc was also pushing hard, and was only just over 3 tenths of a lap behind Simon at the finish, despite picking the wrong lane for the final, erroneously thinking it had already gone. So the second HOGP wrapped with another good bunch of races, the handing out of the trophies and then into a quick lunch with the Monaco F1 race being streamed for those interested.

 

For the Afternoon, Tony B departed on an errand and we also lost Marc, who headed off the see Oxford win at Wembley. His departure meant there would only be three Pro Modifieds, with a further four picking Mod and another bumper Nascar field, including the top three in that championship after Roy's change of heart. He would not take pole, but in the closest qualifying battle in EAHORC's history, was only 2 hundredths behind John Chell, who had made a class switch and was driving beautifully. Insanely, Paul Charlton was only another 13/100ths of a lap back in third, with the 3 B finalists 1.02, 1.11 and 1.2 laps off pole itself (and very close to each other). The A final was an absolute classic. Roy, John and Paul were joined by Mike, who produced one of the drives of the day to beat Deane Walpole and Andy P in the B final, despite both those drivers pushing like mad in a desperate bid to prevent Roy from putting the title beyond doubt.

With Mike having to contend with yellow, it was left to the other three to put on a barn burner. Roy started off in his usual measured way, a master of coming on strong later in races, and it was Paul that held sway for most of the race. He made a late error, with much sympathy to be heard around the room, after an otherwise controlled and impressive run. As Roy swept through, JC was right with him, both then survived a late off thanks to the best bit of marshalling of the day by Craig Homewood, and it was he who overturned the formbook to take the win by just 14 hundredths of a lap. Paul recovered well,  and was only 9 hundredths of a lap behind at the death. Another lap, and who knows?

The other two finals could not live with that, Martin brushing Andy W and Clive aside in Pro, and Craig taking an impressive win in Mod, showing if anything even more poise and guile than at Purton. Dave Rouse was again second, this time with a bright yellow F40 copying the Walpole screw idea used on Craig's Marchon. Julian was third ahead of a very out of sorts Tony Stacey. Dave clinched the title, but behind him there is much to play for.

Thanks to all who helped make the meeting one of the best, if not the best, EAHORC has ever put on. Congrats to Martin Hill for winning three more championships, truly a pleasure to watch somebody so on top of their game set records that will probably stand for ever. Lots of contenders below him, but who will step up?

 

2010 Round 4 FLBT Purton- 18/4/10

Round four of the 2010 season turned out to be a meeting where almost all of the efforts to build a high attendance worked at the same time, with the result 26 racers rolled up on a sunny day that clashed with an F1 race. The organiser had had to press the EAHORC extenders into action for the first time in ages, and ad-hoc tables had been brought along on race day by the returning Andy Whorton, such was the need for extra pit space. The resulting meeting was one of the best ever, as EAHORC celebrated it's 8th birthday in style. It was Marc Townsend, using an A.F.X Mega-G fettled by fellow premier-grade drive Clive Harland, who led the way as F1 started proceedings. Martin Hill, looking for his fourth win from four starts this season was by contrast struggling to master the large and technical track and would qualify only 5th. 

A scrappy B final would mean he did not progress to the A final either, with Marc the only premier grade driver to make the top final. He would face John Ferrigno (who did take the B step-up) and Tony Molloy, both building on the promise shown on their debuts to make the blue riband final at only their second attempt. Andy Player completed the A final line-up nudging closer to Premier status with every meeting.

Before that we had to complete no less than 8 finals to follow the 26 heats, with lunch taking place at 1340! The H final saw local lad Rowan Ripley, at first reluctant to take part at all for fear of showing himself up, take the win just ahead of another local lad Evan Webster. Dave Hannington found himself racing former Main Grade Champion Dave Rouse and BSCRA Chairman Rob Lees in the G final, but came through to win by a lap and a half from Rob, with Dave struggling and only a lap ahead of Rowan. Andy, back after a three race bout of paternity leave, was another one really struggling, two retirements in his first pair of heats leaving him mired in the F final. He won that but would progress no further, and must be hoping to get back to his former status for Pinewood.

Robin Cornwall would take the next win, in the E, putting not only Andy but another struggling premier grade driver, Roy Masters, to the sword. Julian Allard, another driver finding improved form would win the D final, 1.04 laps ahead of John Molloy who had also taken a step up since his last race (his debut). Things started to really heat up as the C final got underway, Craig Homewood driving with real panache to edge out Kevin Gee, making his EAHORC debut and first time racing HO since the 2009 AFX 6 hours. Craig's dad Paul had been in the hunt too and was only a lap and a bit behind Kevin at the finish.

Most expected Martin to take the B final step up from blue lane, but he had a very uncharacteristic off on the first lap and struggled to get back into the game, not least because up front John and Clive were setting a furious pace and with Craig in touch too. John swept through in the end to deny yet another pair of premier graders access to the A final, just 0.15 laps ahead of Clive. 

This left Marc to defend the supposed elite's honour, which he duly did having dug deep from a yellow lane in which only he seemed comfortable. None of the Main graders were able to take the instant promotion on offer therefore, but all drove out of their skins. John took second, sneaking the place ahead of Andy P on the last lap, with Tony M only one lap back. Marc was, perhaps understandably, more relieved than anything, as the standard of competition in EAHORC F1 continues to climb from already high levels.

For the afternoon, six drivers picked Pro Modified as their class, and 8 Modified with the rest in a bumper Nascar field. Impressively, just as in the morning, nobody needed to use club cars. Roy was the class of Nascar once again during the heats, and Martin was as imperious as ever in Pro as he decided to put his F1 woes behind him

 

. Craig and Dave R were neck and neck in Mod, the youngster revelling in a Martin Hill prepared car passed onto him by his Dad after he decided to stick with the stock cars. In the end stonking scores in Blue and White lanes saw Craig take pole by a big margin, and Dave's perfect season was under threat. Julian Allard continued his massive battle with Tony Stacey, just edging him in the heats this time around. And so to the finals.

Pro Modified went first. Andy W was somewhat fortunate to win through the B final without having to push to much due to mechanical issues for Rob and a DNS for Robin. He would then beat Marc in the A final, the F1 winner's car seeming to be down on performance after a big off. Martin was untouchable, although Clive was giving it his all before settling for second place. In Nascars Roy led as expected, but not by as much as expected. in fact he probably would have had his hands even more full if Andy P and Deane had not been involved in a huge scrap, Deane twice coming onto Andy's tail and taking runner up spot by a single hundredth of a lap at the death. Both scored more in their respective lanes than they had in the heats, whilst Roy scored less but used his well-known coolness to edge it.

Modified really saw Craig come of age. Following advice given prior to his final, he held back whilst Julian and Dave R led initially, with Tony Stacey (having taken the B step up with a very strong drive) in close company. He then got into a rhythm, moved to the front and edged away from Dave. Never far enough ahead to relax he drove with few errors as the clock wound down to take the most popular win of the day. What odds Paul takes back the F40 for Pinewood? LOL. So, all in all a truly fabulous day. A venue bursting at the seams, a great buzz in the air, shocks aplenty and some trademark awesome races. Roll on the next round.

 

2010 Round 3 MBR HO Kings Lynn- 21/3/10

  

A slightly surreal meeting to start with, as host Martin Hill and Dave Rouse turned out to be the only locals present. The much vaunted EAHORC 'vibe' was further tested by electrical problems in blue lane, and yet I think the Association came through with flying colours. In all 13 racers pitched up for F1, and it quickly became apparent that behind a flying Martin everything was to play for so competitive was everyone's scores. With Clive Harland's brilliant new spreadsheets being used for the first time it was once again possible to sort the scores mid way through the heats, and this really showed everyone's fortunes changing heat by heat.

In the end Clive was best of the rest behind Martin (the only two to use Mega-Gs), with Andy Player making his first A final by right and second since starting out in HO last October. The step up was taken by Roy Masters with a comfortable win in the B, leaving mate John Chell (with a career best 5th overall to show for his morning), Julian Allard and impressive newcomer John Ferrigno in his wake. John had qualified well given the tight margins between scores, and then took some major scalps on the way to a popular win in the C final, namely Dave Rouse, Paul Homewood and Tony Stacey. Tony had something of a wild day, pushing too hard on a track he could not master, but a stonking 20.55 in the unfavoured yellow lane, beaten by nobody and 1.7 better than Martin, showed raw pace was still there.

 

Dave meanwhile has recovered from a woeful qualifying by his usual standards to win the D final, but had nearly been undone by Craig Homewood (who had driven really well in the heats but had lost out in the closeness of it all, as well as a fourth score tiebreaker), and then moved up a couple more spots to take 8th overall. Robin Cornwall and Deane Walpole were left to fight out last place, with Deane victor but unable to finish higher than 12th.

Below for the first time is a lap chart generated by trackmate lap times, with the raw data converted to positions with excel and then made into an image file doctored in photobucket. If it sounds quite a bit of work, it is!

 For the Afternoon 6 drivers chose to be merged with the Pro Modified runners, down to three due to the absence of Marc Townsend, with four choosing Nascar, including Paul making his first foray into closed wheel racing. Martin was once again untouchable, not massively faster than Clive in any one area, but enough on all lanes and with so few mistakes the margins just built and built. Robin was a fair way back, awaiting new parts to get his Storm on par with the competition. Andy seemed to be struggling to live with Roy in Nascar, this championship really shaping up to be one to watch, with Deane showing more pace but making far more errors. Roy and Andy would actually run quite close come the final, with Deane in the mix early on, but one always felt Roy (a wily EAHORC campaigner by now) had plenty in hand and so it proved.

Similarly Dave Rouse was to take yet another win in Modified, leaving John Chell and Craig (also making his closed wheel debut) behind him and Tony struggling once more but very fast when he could stay on. This made it three win from three, with fellow MBR HO member Martin taking 6 wins from 6 and still on maximum points in the EAHORC cup. As a result that club have built up what could be a decisive lead in the club championship but the battle behind is intense with three clubs practically level at half distance.

2010 Round 2 LHORC Edmonton- 21/2/10

 

  

Despite the second round of the EAHORC championship being on the same weekend as many other slot car events, 19 people came along to Edmonton, making it the most successful meeting there to date. Formula one racing started a few minutes after 10am, with Martin Hill in probably his most imperious form ever, which is saying something. Once again the field behind him was ridiculously competitive, with Tony Stacey the driver to punch above his weight this time, taking the 3rd automatic place in the A final. Paul Homewood, the driver to watch last time out, proved that was no fluke by qualify a solid 5th, one place behind the ever improving Andy Player.

By contrast, the hero of the December round, Roy Masters, was struggling for consistency down in 16th place! Three newcomers from the prospective Kent-based HO club made their EAHORC debut. Tony Molloy would eventually finish 13th but put in good fastest laps in all his heats, so will be another one in the mix once he find some consistency. His son John and David Hannington also enjoyed their day, and plans are afoot for a return visit to pick up where they started. With the heats finished and lunch looming, the spreadsheet was quickly sorted and the finals got under way, starting with 'Edmo's' first ever F final, won by an unwell but still quick Craig Homewood. Dave Rouse, another driver struggling despite some quick laps times, won the E final, vanquishing Daniel Stacey and his father Steve as well as Roy.

For the D final Deane Walpole had managed to turn his form around a little and was somewhat closer to where a premier grade should be. With the competitiveness of the class the way it is now, he found himself up against the impressive Tony Molloy, Julian Allard on pole and of course Dave, capable of anything even from white lane. In the end Deane did win, but the race was a classic. The Red Bull Mega-G lead throughout, with first Julian and then Dave applying mighty pressure. Their scrap for second probably left Deane just the breathing space he needed to win by just 2/10ths of a lap, with Dave a mere 5 hundredths of a lap ahead of Julian! Tony trailed home behind all this but again fired in fastest lap of the race by way of warning shot for the future.

The C final was almost as good a race, Robin Cornwall having to find the right balance of speed and caution to keep back John Chell and win by just .35 laps. The B final kept up this amazing run, the whole field covered by less than two laps, with Andy Player just about beating John Ovens as the latter took sizable chunks out of his lead in a no holds barred attempt to win. Would the cat and mouse racing continue on into the A final? The line-up was Martin as hot favourite, Clive Harland in Blue having secured his promotion to premier grade by making the final, Tony Stacey as  the underdog and Andy following his step-up.

In the end Martin crushed them all, with Andy taking a surprise second after taking a clever approach to the race, waiting for others to over-do it. Clive took third on his Prem grade debut, with Tony last but very happy to make the final and beat 15 other hard charging drivers. Lunch was trimmed to 30 minutes following this final, the two rooms layout at Edmo again making it slower than idea assembling each race, with 4 drivers choosing Pro for the first time, 7 Nascars and the rest in in Modified.

 

Martin was untouchable in Pro, but with three others in that class he knew that the pressure was on nonetheless. Any off track excursion with these cars is always likely to be a biggie, so his approach was to run all four heats at the absolute limit so as to be in that mindset come the final, and then build a big enough lead that a crash would not wreak the gameplan. It all worked out perfectly, but everyone was taking big risks at some point, the big, 1-3 lap losing, de-slot just waiting to pounce. Toward the end, Robin had a sniff at third and snuck past Clive with Marc Townsend the closest to giving Mart real pressure, finishing runner up. Despite winning by a big margin Martin's relief at the finish was palpable, as he knows how easy it is to throw it away. For those spectating, these cars continue to be the prefect way to finish the day, especially if you are not marshalling!

Nascar saw Andy continue to have a stonking day, beating Roy despite the Leighton Buzzard resident producing some quick lap times and scores, a 6.18s in red particularly standing out, on the way to class pole. Steve Stacey took a superb third, beating round one winner Deane who was in damage control mode after a torrid set of heats and yet more mechanical woe. Tony M was sixth, but yet again the lap times suggest more is to come so as those three battle away he could be in there making things difficult. Daniel was 5th, with John M 7th but showing flashes of real pace.

With four Pro-Mods entered for the first time, Modified ran as a separate class. Dave Rouse was the star here, although John Ovens, Julian and Tony S all produced the goods at some point during the heats. Qualifying behind Dave had been incredibly close, but it was Julian who took the fight to him in the end, beating John O narrowly in the B final and then being less than half a lap behind in the big one as Dave stuttered. Tony Stacey was third, but produced fastest lap to show what might have been. David stuck with his un-sorted short Mega-G in this class, but I suspect he will have headed off after a fun day plotting what to do next.

I believe EAHORC is in the best state ever right now, huge camaraderie as the video for this month shows, but some very intense racing and it is so competitive in all classes. Who finds the most race-craft to go with their speed keeps shifting with every meeting and you never now how it is going to shake out, all you can do is bring your A game to every race and to every heat - and hope that is enough. DW

2010 Round 1 SCHORC yelling- 24/1/10
Back to Yelling for the commencement of the short 2010 season. With the snow threatening the event earlier in the month it was a relief to see it fade away and 15 racers able to get to the village without problems. Tony Baldock came along with dad Peter to compete in his first EAHORC meeting since January 2007, and with friend Ian Grinham also in tow and making his first appearance since 2003! The racing kicked off with F1, with Martin Hill not suffering his usual January wobbles (they were to come later) to qualify on pole in part thanks to an untouchable score in what was to become the popular white lane. Tony was, as expected, up the sharp end with his Tyco, with Marc Townsend at last unlocking speed from his Mega-G to make the A final.

They were joined by local Paul Homewood, who led the vast majority of a very intense B final which required him to soak up pressure from all the other three as they battled hard. The E final had seen son Craig take the step up to the D, which was won by Dave Rouse but with Craig pushing him all the way and beating Julian Allard and Tony Stacey. These two finished 1/100th of a lap apart. The C final was won by Roy, the hero from last month struggling to match those heights, but now driving sweetly in the finals to beat Peter, Dave and Clive Harland and have a real shout in the B final.

This race was a classic, all four drivers in with a serious chance of making the A final at some point. Just when Paul thought he could relax as one rival crashed, another would pop up 2-3 seconds behind him. Late on Roy was showing the most pace and moved up to 3rd and  then 2nd in rapid succession, and got the gap to the leader under 2 seconds before a crash dropped him back. Ian now found himself in second, and only a third of a lap behind, but Paul held on a drove with much aplomb as he had throughout and to make his first A final. After that the A itself was a bit of an anti-climax with the field spread out by half distance. Martin duly took a win with his Mega-G with Tony B second, Marc third and Paul a still stunning 4th considering the quality of the field.

For the afternoon, Marc and Clive duly entered Pro-Mod as expected and quickly got to grips with their new Slottechs. The pace of these cars now they are on lexan bodies is such they a crash is likely to be big and result in the loss of a lap, possibly two, so the stakes are very high. Martin produced fastest laps in all four lanes, but it was Clive pumping in the big scores as he wisely held a little in reserve compared to Martin and Marc. John Chell had also entered Pro, but was having a torrid time with his body clip and never figured. Clive took pole by five laps, with Martin behind Marc by a whopping eight, but still getting white lane for the final. Deane Walpole had found some form, using Martin's Nascar to take pole in a fierce battle with Tony B, and Dave had proved to be the fastest of the three Mod racers.

Finals commenced with Mod, Dave finding himself first under pressure from Tony S and then unexpectedly from Julian who had been having a torrid time in the heats with motor clip problems but came good when it mattered. In the end Dave won by 0.8 of a lap, with Julian just under two ahead of Tony. Nascar next and Peter initially looked the most likely to take the step up until an off saw his body clip scupper his chances, leaving Roy to again come on strong in the finals but not before having to see off a charging Ian, who had improved his score in yellow by 2 laps but could not quite get by. The A final saw everyone except Roy get off to a terrible start, but he then made what has now become uncharacteristic mistakes to squander  the advantage and fall behind Deane and Tony as they headed into a private battle of their own.

Tony initially held sway, but Deane was closing in and encouraging race control to call the gaps. An off from the multiple champion just as Deane had got to within a few inches back saw the lead change hands, and trouble with his clip would see Tony eventually finishes last. Deane therefore took his first A final win since mid way through 2008, with Andy second but not much ahead of Roy. The day wrapped with the Pro final, Martin switching to a BSRT chassis. He was on a mission to put his heat woes behind him, and leading from the off.  As the clock wound down, one mistake would have been fatal to his chances, so the race was tense as all three pushed to the maximum. Martin came through with an amazing 42.92 laps, with Clive second on 41.33 and Marc fast but trying too hard on 38.41 but well ahead of a still struggling John. A set of good finals then, with the F1 B being the best and the highlight Paul's resulting 4th place. Well done to him and to all who attended for making it a great day.

DW

